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Public Meeting

"Constitution Conundrum"

Presentation and panel discussion by:
Prof Peter Edge LLB, PhD (Cantab), SFHEA, FRSA. Professor of Law
Oxford Brookes University
-

Professor Claire de Than - BA (Hons), LLB, LLM Deputy Director of the
Institute of Law, Jersey, and Co-Director of the Centre for Law, Justice and
Journalism at City University
-

Advocate Paul Beckett M.A., M.St. (Oxon.), FRSA, MCIArb., TEP;
Senior Counsel, Mann Benham Advocates Limited
-

-

Manx Legion Club, Market Hill, Douglas
7:30 pm MONDAY 29th April
- The event is free and open to all -

The frenzied over-long continuing controversy about Brexit has caused many to question as
to how how the UK is run. Westminster is generally revered as the mother of all parliaments, but
of late fissures have been exposed in the relationship of the government and parliament. Unlike
modern states, there is no written constitution to which a citizen can refer.
Like the UK, the IOM muddles through with a jumble of precedent and convention. This was
brought into sharp focus here, three years ago, when it was announced that the majority of
Manx Residents would not be able to vote in the 2016 EU Referendum. Because of our
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relationship with the UK we were deprived of a vote, so have been mere by-standers since then.
Our Chief Minister has spent many hours in Westminster ensuring the island's voice is not
ignored.
At its free public meeting on April 29th "Constitution Conundrum", PAG will discuss
constitutions, constitution making and independence.
A distinguished panel will assemble to consider and discuss this confusing topic with the
audience
In arranging over one hundred public meetings, we have never assembled such a
distinguished panel of experts. The topic is relevant to current political turmoil brought about by
Brexit. We have no codified constitution. We rely on precedent and convention. Is that sensible?
What would change look like? Could this be prove our "constitutional moment?"
Prof Edge will provide a broad perspective on constitutions followed by Prof deThan who will
explain a perspective from Jersey. Paul Beckett will then introduce the concept of independence
for the IoM. Is it a possibility?
The event is free and open to all - come and have

you say!
BIOs

Prof Peter Edge LLB, PhD (Cantab), SFHEA, FRSA. Professor of Law Oxford Brookes
University
Peter Edge was educated at Ballasalla Primary School, Castle Rushen High
School, Lancaster University and Wolfson College Cambridge. He has been researching on
Manx constitutional law and legal history since the 1980s. His publications include Manx Public
Law - an open access ebook originally published by the Isle of Man Law Society in 1997 and
now available from the Oxford Brookes website.
Professor Claire de Than BA (Hons), LLB, LLM Director of Studies of the Institute of
Law, Jersey, and Jersey Law Commissioner; also University of London Professor Claire
de Than is a senior legal academic of more than 25 years' standing, and a Jersey Law
Commissioner, currently working on a Criminal Code. She has over 85 legal publications in
total, including 15 books, chapters in leading legal monographs and edited collections, such as
Reed and Bohlander, Substantive Issues in Criminal Law (Ashgate, 2011) and articles in a
variety of national and international journals, including the Modern Law Review. Her research
fields include criminal law, comparative law of tiny jurisdictions, human rights law, media law,
and disability law. She has been an expert for the Law Commission of England and Wales on
two recent projects. She has advised several governments and many organisations on criminal
law, human rights and law reform issues, with specialisms in the law of British Overseas
Territories and Crown Dependencies.
Advocate Paul Beckett M.A., M.St. (Oxon.), FRSA, MCIArb., TEP; Senior Counsel,
MannBenham Advocates Limited On a professional level, I he hasover thirty-five years'
experience as a lawyer, both within the international private banking and fiduciary services
industries and in private practice. First trained at leading "magic circle" City of London Solicitors
Simmons & Simmons, qualified an English Solicitor in 1981 and as an Advocate in 1990. Also a
non-practising Solicitor in Ireland and in Northern Ireland. He has diplomatic experience, having
been on the staff of the European Patent Office in Munich in this capacity, where he worked in
English, German and French; languages which he still use professionally. He was the Honorary
Representative of the Isle of Man Government in Switzerland during his time as a Senior Vice
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President of Deutsche Bank in Geneva. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society for the
encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (founded in 1754). His academic work
extends over five decades. He graduated from Worcester College, Oxford University in 1978
with First Class honours in Jurisprudence, being awarded Master of Arts in 1982. He is also a
member of New College, Oxford University and completed a Master of Studies in International
Human Rights Law in 2014. He has been widely published.
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